
Cheat Sheet

If you’re considering your 
first or next Data Vault, this 
complimentary cheat sheet is 
your go-to source for quick tips 
and resources all in one place.

WHAT IS DATA VAULT?

The data vault is a detail-oriented, 
historical tracking and uniquely linked set 
of normalized tables that support one or 
more functional areas of business. It is a 
hybrid approach encompassing the best of 
breed between 3rd normal form (3nf) and 
star schema. the design is flexible, scalable, 
consistent, and adaptable to the needs of 
the enterprise. It is a data model that is 
architected specifically to meet the needs of 
today’s enterprise data warehouses.

According to Dan Linstedt, inventor of Data 
Vault data modeling. 

Data
Vault

Email: hello@caserta.com  

mailto:hello%40caserta.com?subject=
https://caserta.com/


THREE CORE STRUCTURES

HUBS 
Narrow tables that list 
key business identifiers, 
including the business key 
– which sits at the core of a 
Data Vault. 

• The best application for 
the Data Vault model is 
within the enterprise data 
warehouse of a complete 
business intelligence 
environment. 

• Data Vault emphasizes 
people & processes as 
much as technology.

• Data Vault is audit-ready 
and can recreate any of its 
source systems at any point 
in timebeing flexible, less 
complex, and audit-ready.

LINKS 
Tables that instantiate all 
the relationships between 
entities.

SATELLITES 
Tables which store 
descriptive attributes 
related to a Hub or a Link.

WHEN TO USE DATA VAULT? 
Data Vault is essential for overcoming the source system integration challenge for any size 
organization. The methodology is particularly geared towards regulated industries that demand a 
full audit trail of their data solutions for compliance, such as financial services, healthcare, insurance, 
and other industries. 

DATA VAULT ARCHITECTURE

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
The following resources may help evaluate and understand the Data Vault method: 

• Caserta has a webinar that provides real-world success stories on implementing Data Vaults.
• Dan Linstedt has a vast number of in-depth articles on the details around Data Vault.
• Kent Graziano (certified Data Vault Master) has a summary of Data Vault worth reading.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

Want more information on Data Vault? Contact Caserta here for a complimentary consultation.

https://caserta.com/data-vault-webinar/
https://danlinstedt.com/
https://kentgraziano.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/introduction-to-data-vault-modeling.pdf
https://caserta.com/contact-us/

